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Course Description

Qualitative research is a complex field in which scholars have the option of drawing on multiple perspectives, traditions and theories for their studies. This course is designed to provide students with an overview of those perspectives (e.g., positivist, interpretive, critical, poststructural), traditions (e.g., case study, ethnography, action research) and theories (e.g., cognitive, sociocultural, critical, poststructural), as they are employed by national and international researchers  in the field of foreign language teaching and learning. The course will also allow students to, together with their advisors, make informed decisions about which perspectives, traditions and theories they want to draw on for their own research projects.  
Methodology

To achieve the above-mentioned purpose, students will be asked to read, analyze, and discuss a series of theoretical articles and chapters that describe the main perspectives, traditions and theories employed by qualitative scholars in our field. They will also have the opportunity to work in small groups to analyze and critique, in light of this knowledge, a series of research studies conducted in their particular fields of study (e.g., professional development, language policy, critical literacies, assessment and evaluation, ICT) by national and international EFL/ESL scholars. Finally, they will be able to present this analysis to the whole class and get feedback from them on their work.   
Assignments:

Besides the readings assigned for each class, in this course you will be asked to do three analytic memos and one final presentation. A full description of these assignments is provided below. Criteria for assessment of these assignments will be negotiated with students on the first day of classes. 

1. Analytical Memos: (3 x 20 points each=60points):  In small groups, choose one article from your research area, and look at the title, the problem, the research question, the setting the participants, the main theoretical concepts, the main findings; and the perspective, tradition and theories, if stated. Put this in a concept map, or chart, and state, based on your analysis, if you agree or not with the perspective (memo 1), the tradition (memo2) or the theories (memo3) the authors purport to be drawing on or not and why. If this is not announced, say which you think it should be and why. Make sure you draw on the articles read in class for your claims. The memos will be due on October 24, November 7 and November 14 and need to be uploaded into Moodle by midnight on those days. 
2. Final presentation (40 points): In groups by research area, take a research project in your field of study, and look at the title, the problem, research question, the setting the participants, main theoretical concepts, the main findings, and the theories, tradition and perspective. Put this in a concept map, or a chart and explain to the class what gaps or inconsistencies you see in the article, if any (e.g., no theories mentioned, theories do not match concepts); how you think the author could have remedied these faults in the presentation of the study. If you do not see any gaps or inconsistencies, explain how the article fills all possible gaps and how it is consistent throughout.
This presentation will be assessed jointly by your peers and instructor. They will provide careful well-intended and critical feedback on the negotiated criteria. As a feedback provider your role is to provide constructive feedback to the presentations by providing valuable, careful and critical feedback.  This presentation needs to be posted on Moodle by midnight, November 15. 
Grading:

A passing grade for this course is 3.5 which correspond to 70 points out of the 100 assigned to the different tasks. 

Course Expectations
Attendance: Remember that Reglamento Estudiantil requires students to attend a minimum of 80% of the class. Therefore, if you miss more than 20% of the class (that is, more than 9.6 hours of class) you fail the course. 

· Please make sure to be in class on time and leave when the class is over, unless you have inconveniences you previously discussed with your instructor 

· Make sure to silence your cell phone before entering the room. 

About cell phone use. Please refrain from using your cell phone during class. Text-messaging and facebooking will not be tolerated. 

Written assignments: All written assignments for this class must be typed, double-spaced, and use 12 point font. You are encouraged to aim for clearly outstanding written work that reflects substantial effort and excellent mechanics. Outline your assignments before writing them and then proofread them all work before handing them in to ensure that they are clear, concise and easily understood. 

Plagiarism: This has become a great issue today in schools and universities over the last years. The most common forms of plagiarism have been taking material from the Internet and handing it in as your own, or handing in papers that were written for this class by someone else. You are plagiarizing if: 

· You use another person’s words, expressions or ideas in your writing without directly citing them by using quotation marks and including an appropriate reference, 

· You paraphrase an author’s argument (e.g., through rearranging words, or changing only some of the words) without providing an appropriate reference, 

· You hand in work that someone else wrote. 

PLEASE NOTE: PLEASE NOTE:  According to the Graduate Students’ Code of Conduct (Acuerdo Superior 122 of July 7,  1997), the first time a student is caught plagiarizing, or attempting to plagiarize, any aspect of any course assignment, s/he will receive a grade of 0.0 for the assignment. The second time, s/he does or attempts to do so, s/he will both receive a grade of 0.0 for the assignment and be expelled from the university for a period of 10 years.
Schedule of Classes
	CLASS/DATE
	TOPICS
	READINGS AND ASSIGNMENTS FOR EACH CLASS


	1: Friday
October 10
	Overview of the Course, Moodle training and negotiation of criteria for evaluation of assignments 


	Readings:

Richards (2003)-Ch 1-What is qualitative research

Yin (2011)–Ch 1-What is Qualitative research and why do it
Recommended readings: 

Denzin, N. K. & Lincoln, Y.S. (2003)-QR
Kinchelow, J. (2012)-Teachers as researchers,

	2. Saturday 
October 11


	Qualitative vs Quantitative, and Mixed Methods Research
	Readings:
Cresswell (2005)-Ch2-Quantitative and qualitative approaches
Recommended readings: 

Johnson, L., & Christensen, L. (2008)- Mixed approaches.  

	3. Friday, october 17

	Main Perspectives in Qualitative Research: Positivist, interpretivist, poststructural, critical 

 
	Readings:

Richards (2003)- Ch 1-Qualitative paradigms

Pennycook (2001)-Ch1-Critical applied linguistics
Crotty (2004)- Ch 9-Postmodernism
Recommended readings: 

Kamberelis, G. & Dimitriadis, G. (2004)-research perspectives

Kinchelow, J. & McLaren, P. (2008)- Rethinking critical theory

	4. Saturday  
October 18


	Workshop on  Research Perspectives
In groups students will analyze  four studies in the field of ESL/EFL, decide whether they take a positivist, interpretivist, post-structural or critical perspective, and present their conclusions to the whole class. 
 
	

	5. Friday
October 24


	Main Traditions in Qualitative Research: Ethnography, grounded theory, phenomenology, biography, life history, critical ethnography, feminist ethnography, case studies and action research.
	Readings: 
Richards (2003)-Ch 1 

Glesne (2006)-Ch1
Cresswell (2003)-Ch 4

Assignment due today: Analytical memo 1. 

	6. Saturday
October 25
	Workshop on Traditions in Qualitative Research 
In small groups, students will analyze five qualitative studies in the field of ESL/EFL, decide what approach or tradition they draw on and present their conclusions to the whole class.  
	

	7. Friday  
October 31


	Case Studies vs. Action Research
	Readings:
Yin (2003)- Chapters 1 & 2
Burns (2005)- Ch 14
Recommended readings: 

Hancock, D. & Algozzine, B. (2006)-CS


	8. Saturday  
November 1


	Workshop on Case Studies and Action Research.

In small groups, students will take case studies and action research studies conducted by scholars in Colombia and analyze a) which of the two traditions are being followed, b) how they know, c) how the adoption of this research design matched the research problem and question.  

	

	9. Friday  
November 7


	Main Theories in Qualitative Research: Cognitive, sociocultural, critical, post-structural
	Readings:

Lewis, Enciso & Birr-Moje (2007)-Ch 1-sociocultural research
Ortega (2011) -Ch7-Cognitivism

Luke (2004)-Ch2-Two takes on the critical

Weedon (1997)-Ch2-Principles of postructuralism
Recommended readings: 

Atkinson, D. (2011)-cognitivism

Morrell, E. (2009). Critical research

Assignment due today : Analytical Memo 2



	10. Saturday November 8 

	Workshop on Theories in Qualitative Research
In small groups, students will take  four studies published in the main Colombian EFL journals, and analyze a) what body of theories they seemed to be or claim to be drawing on and why, b) the coherence between these theories and the concepts developed in the theoretical framework, the research question, the problem, and the main findings.  


	

	11. Friday November 14

	The Current Crises and the Future of Qualitative Research: Validity, of representation, legitimation, vocality

	Readings:

Gergen and Gergen-Ch 13-tensions and transformations in QR 
Lincoln & Denzin-Ch 14-The seventh moment. 

Assignment due today : Analytical Memo 3



	12. Saturday November 15

	Final Presentations and Course Evaluation 
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