Master’s in Foreign Language Teaching and Learning

Escuela de Idiomas, Universidad de Antioquia

Academic Writing Course

Professor: Ana María Sierra, PhD.
    Class Time: Frid. 5-9 pm, Sat. 8-1 pm. March- June
Room:  311 Antigua Escuela de Derecho   Office: 11-203 School of Languages         

Office Phone: 219-5799
                  Office Hours: By appointment


Email: amsierra3@gmail.com


Course Description

This writing course is designed to help you improve your academic writing. It provides you with the academic writing elements and skills you need to write different types of academic texts you are required in the different courses of the program, the thesis proposal and the thesis following academic writing conventions.  In addition, it prepares you to write for specific purposes and audiences in order to position yourself as a member of your academic field.  Although the focus of the course is primarily on content and organization, you also work on grammar. 

General Objective 

This course will allow you to develop general academic writing skills such as summarizing, paraphrasing, quoting, citing, referencing, and synthesizing which are necessary when writing the different types of academic texts required for the different courses of the program (e.g., reading reports, summaries, literature reviews and argumentative texts) and for the writing of your thesis.  
Methodology

This is a very practical course in which you will be able to apply in different types of texts all the elements and suggestions presented in the course. During all class sessions, a presentation of the different types of academic texts and writing conventions will be carried out, followed by an analysis of these types of texts as well as exercises to practice how different academic writing skills can be used when writing such texts. In order to do this, along the course, you will select various articles from the university databases in your particular area of interest for your research, and bring them to class to use them as a basis for analysis and discussion. 

In this course you are expected to participate and work actively in all class sessions and in pair or small group tasks. Besides, you are expected to do all the assigned readings and tasks. We will start the sessions on time and avoid interruptions and distractions caused by phone calls, text messages, Facebook and e-mail use or inappropriate behavior in class. In case you have any personal situation that requires your attention to an emergency call or leave the class before the end, you should inform me about this situation.
The course will use Moodle as a communication tool between the teacher and you. You will have access to the entire course syllabus, course content, readings and tasks via this platform. Moreover, you will submit your assignments and receive your grades through this resource. For this reason, you should consult it on a regular basis. 
Assessment
In addition to the readings and some of the tasks proposed in those readings, you will do four major writing assignments. To do these assignments, you should follow the key academic writing conventions, suggestions and academic writing skills studied in class. Each assignment should be double-spaced using a 12 point font. If the assignments exceed the required number of pages they will be returned to you. The criteria to evaluate each of these assignments will be provided in class. 
Please note: if you plagiarize any aspect of any of the written assignments, you will receive a 0.0 for the assignment. 
Assignment 1: (20%) (2 pages)
You will do a reading report in pairs using the specific elements and the academic writing skills pertinent to this type of text studied in class. To do this assignment, you will select one article related to your research topic. This assignment should be posted on Moodle by midnight Wednesday, May 2nd.
Assignment 2: (20%)(2 pages)
You will do an annotated bibliography in pairs using a minimum of seven articles related to your topic of interest for your research. With this assignment you will practice how to summarize information from different sources. This assignment should be posted on Moodle by midnight Wednesday, May 16th. 
Assignment 3: (20%) (2 pages)
You will do a literature review using the specific elements and the academic writing skills studied in class pertinent to this type of text. To do this assignment, you will select at least six articles related to your research topic. This assignment should be posted on Moodle by midnight Wednesday, May 30th.
Assignment 4: (20%) (2 pages)

You will write an argumentative text using the specific elements and the academic writing skills studied in class pertinent to this type of text. To do this assignment, you will select at least one article related to your research topic. This assignment should be posted on Moodle by midnight Wednesday, June 13th. 
Other assessment

Class participation and performance:  (15%) You are expected to prepare the readings for each section beforehand and actively participate in class discussions and tasks. In addition, you are expected to show willingness to work in groups or in pairs, provide answers to teacher’s questions, do all the tasks and activities assigned in class, share the results of individual, pair and group work, listen to the teacher and classmates attentively, bring all the necessary materials to class and be on time for class. Criteria for this aspect of your assessment will be provided and discussed in the first class session. 
Self-assessment: (5%) You will assess your class participation and performance 3 times along the course, beginning, middle and end of the course. The criteria for your self-assessment will be created and negotiated by you and teacher in the first class session. 
Schedule and Content

	Sessions and dates
	Topics
	Activities
	Readings and assignments

	Session 1, Friday 03/ 23
	Overview of the course 

Class participation and performance assessment design
Self-assessment design
Characteristics of academic writing: positioning yourself (audience, purpose, organization, style, flow and presentation)  
	-Syllabus reading and discussion (objectives, methodology, readings, assignments, assessment, etc).
Creating criteria for class participation and performance

Creating criteria for self-assessment.

Discussion of reading

Analyzing selected articles brought  to class
	Swales & Feak (2004). Unit 1:  An approach to academic writing.  Do all tasks except for  tasks 2,7,11,12,13,21

Bring first selected research article in your area of interest 

	Session 2, Saturday 03/24
	Finding  a research topic
How to write a paragraph 
Types of paragraphs


	How to find a research topic
Analyzing elements of a paragraph 
Exercises to practice the use of different elements of a paragraph
Analyzing paragraphs 

Types of paragraphs (introductory, descriptive, supporting, concluding, transition paragraphs). 

Writing different types of paragraphs.
	Talk to your advisor to start defining your research topic
Bring second selected research article in your area of interest 



	Session 3 Friday 04/13
	Defining a research topic

The writing process 
	Discussing research topics

Writing an outline, drafting, revising, and proofreading.
	Bring third and fourth selected research articles in your area of interest 



	Session 4, Saturday 04/14
	 Reading report
	 Elements of a reading report 

Analyzing reading reports 

Writing a reading report
	Bring fifth and sixth selected research articles in your area of interest 

Hand in self-assessment

	Session 5, Friday 04/27
	Summaries 1

Summarizing  information 

Doing an annotated bibliography
	Discussion of reading

Analyzing summaries 

Exercises to practice how to summarize information
How to do an annotated bibliography
	 Swales & Feak (2004). Unit 5: Writing Summaries.  Do all tasks except for tasks 4,5,12,13,14,16

Bring seventh selected research article in your area of interest 

Note: Task 1:  due Wednesday, May 2nd. 

	Session 6, Saturday 04/28
	Summaries 2 

Paraphrasing information and avoiding plagiarism


	How to paraphrase sources

Analyzing examples of paraphrased sources

Exercises to practice how to paraphrase information and how to avoid plagiarism.
	Bring eighth and ninth selected research articles in your area of interest. 



	Session 7, Friday 05/11
	Literature reviews 

Synthesizing information

Course evaluation


	Elements of a literature review 

How to synthesize information from different sources

Synthesizing information from articles, research studies, etc.
	Bring 3 of the articles you have found in the university data bases about your topic of interest.

Note: Task 2:  due Wednesday, May 16th.


	Session 8, Saturday 05/12
	How to do a literature review 


	Discussion of readings 

Analyzing a literature review

Class activity on synthesizing information
	Gall et al. (2007). Chapter 4: Reviewing the literature. 

Merriam, S. (1998). Chapter 3: Designing the study and selecting a Sample. 
Hand in self-assessment

	Session 9, Friday 05/25
	Citing, quoting and referencing 

Using Word and Endnotes for referencing 


	 Exercises about quoting, citing and referencing 

Guest speaker
	APA Manual. (2010). Chapter 6: Crediting Sources

Note: Task 3:  due Wednesday, May 30th.


	Session 10, Saturday 05/26
	Argumentative texts

	Discuss reading

Elements of an argumentative text

Analyzing argumentative texts

Writing an argumentative text
	Swales & Feak (2004). Unit 3: Problem, Process, and Solution. Do all tasks except for tasks 5,9,10, 11, 12,13,14,15, 16, 17.

Bring tenth selected research article in your area of interest 

	Session 11, Friday 06/08
	Critical academic writing
	 Discuss reading


	Canagarajah (2002). Multilingual writers and the academic community: Towards a critical relationship.

Bring eleventh selected research article in your area of interest 

	Session 12, Saturday 06/09
	 Review of the course 

Course evaluation
	Reviewing important issues in reading reports, summaries, literature reviews and argumentative texts. 
	Bring twelfth selected research article in your area of interest

Hand in self-assessment
Note: Task 4:  due Wednesday, June 13th.
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