 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Critical Academic Literacies
August 10 to October 20, 2012 
Antigua Escuela de Derecho

Rooms 311 (Paula) & 302 (Doris)

INSTRUCTORS: 
	Dr. Doris Correa
	Dr. Paula Echeverri

	E-mail: dcorrea0813@gmail.com
	E-mail: paula.echeverri.sucerquia@gmail.com

	Phone: 219-5797
	Phone: 219-5799

	Office: 12-105
	Office: 11-203


CLASS SCHEDULE:
Fridays 5:00 to 9:00 pm

Saturdays 8am-1pm

COURSE DESCRIPTION:
New globalization trends and Colombia’s commitment to insert itself in the global market make the learning and teaching of English more important than ever in our country. However, as experts in our fields, it is important that we become aware of the various perspectives that have been used to learn/teach English across the globe and that we decide which of those perspectives we want to adopt in our practice. As such, this course intends to provide an opportunity for students to get familiar with the different perspectives informing the field of critical academic literacies, decide which specific perspective they want to draw on for their research studies, and do a lit review of the authors that have been doing work which reflects that perspective. The course will also provide a space in which students can review the literature that has been produced in Colombia in regards to this area (e.g., what research has been done, at what grade levels, what methodologies have been employed, what have been the results of these projects, etc.), and identify a gap in that literature. Finally, the course will allow students to get familiar with the intricacies of writing introductions and theoretical frameworks so that they can write the introduction and theoretical frameworks for their own research proposals. 
METHODOLOGY
This course is a graduate level seminar. As such, students are expected to do a good amount of assigned readings outside of class, which they will later have the opportunity to discuss in class. However, the course is also a space in which students can develop knowledge of the specific topics they have chosen and write their own introductions and theoretical frameworks. Therefore, besides doing the assigned readings, students are expected to: a) search for and read a good number of articles not assigned for class that they can use for their own research projects, b) build their own annotated bibliographies with articles, coming both from Colombian and international journals, that they deem pertinent to their research, and c) present progress reports to the class on their specific topics so that they can get feedback from instructors and peers. Since by the end of the course all students should have not only a basic understanding of the different perspectives used by critical literacy scholars but an idea of which perspective they are using fro their individual projects, for some of the sessions the group will come together as a whole and for others, we will split up into two groups, one for each advisor.  
ASSIGNMENTS:
1. Reflective memos (25points each): The purpose of this is ….. It should contain a brief …. Proposed criteria for the evaluation of this annotated bibliography is the following: 

-Completeness: it contains complete references, description of main points in the article, explanation of where it could be useful and why. 5 points
-Support: includes only articles which are pertinent and shows careful thought into whether it could be useful, given the kind off study you want to do, the approach you want to take (pedagogical, text analysis) the perspective you want to take (e.g., feminist, Frirean, cultrual studies, etc) and your needs.  10 points
-Lexico, grammatical and textual features: it follows provided format (be typed, double-spaced and in Times New Rom 12, with a proper heading), and it is clear, coherent and the right length (no more than 10 lines per annotation, not counting reference). 5 points
2. Final paper (30 points): reflective paper, que perspective have you chosen, why. what Colombian papers have you found which adopt this perspective? What are the gaps? Finally, it should include a complete list of the references you used throughout the paper, following APA. The section should be done individually and be posted on Moodle along with the introduction by midnight, xxx, 2014. Proposed criteria for the evaluation of the theoretical framework is the following: 

-Relevance-connected to theories and issues mentioned in the intro? 5 pts

-Support: is it well cited? (i.e., statements are cited, sources are either updated or seminal work, reliable and pertinent. 10pts

-Clarity and coherence: ideas are clear and well connected (flow from one to the other). 5 pts

-Format: is it appropriate length and font (about 1-2 pages, double space, times new roman 12)? Does it follow APA conventions? 5pts

-Completeness: theories and concepts that should be covered as signaled by the intro are all here. 10pts

GRADING:
A passing grade for this course is 3.5 which corresponds to 70 points out of the 100 assigned to the different tasks. 

COURSE EXPECTATIONS

· Attendance: Please make sure to be in class on time and leave when class is over, unless you have inconveniences you previously discussed with your instructor. Please also remember that Reglamento Estudiantil requires students to attend a minimum of 80% of the class. Therefore, if you miss 10 hours of class, you will fail the course. 

· About cell phones & computers. Please make sure to silence your cell phone before entering the room & refrain from using your cell phone during class. Text-messaging and facebooking will not be tolerated. 

· Written assignments: 
All written assignments for this class must be typed, double-spaced, and use Times New Roman 12 point font.  You are encouraged to aim for clearly outstanding written work that reflects substantial effort and excellent mechanics.  Outline your assignments before writing them; this will help to ensure all aspects of the assignment are responded to and make sure to proofread all work before handing it in.

· Plagiarism: This has become a great issue today in schools and universities over the last years. The most common forms of plagiarism have been taking material from the Internet and handing it in as your own, or handing in papers that were written for the same course by someone else. Other forms of plagiarism are:
· You use another person’s words, expressions or ideas in your writing without directly citing them by using quotation marks and including an appropriate reference,
· You paraphrase an author’s argument (e.g., through rearranging words, or changing only some of the words) without providing an appropriate reference, 
· You hand in work that someone else wrote. 

PLEASE NOTE:  If you plagiarize any aspect of any of the written assignments, you will receive a grade of 0.0 for the assignment.    

Schedule of Classes

	CLASS/DATE
	TOPICS
	ACTIVITIES
	READINGS AND ASSIGNMENTS 

	1: Friday

August 10, 2012
	Introducing the course and the assignments 
	Syllabus reading and discussion

 (objectives, methodology, readings, assignments, assessment, etc) 
Analysis of Sample Proposal, including intro and theoretical framework

How to do an annotated biblio 

Review of students’ research topics and research questions


	Readings to be discussed this class: 

Luke & Woods (2009)-the field

Freire- chapters 2&3

Cherlan & Harper (2007)-chapter 1 (About Freire)


	2. Saturday 

August 11

	Critical perspectives on language

	Summary of main points from last class (Doris)

Discussion of readings 
Analysis of research on literacy in English in Colombia

Analysis of sample intros:

Identifying the problem, and gap 
	Assignments for next class: 
Search for articles that will help you write your intro. 
Do first draft of annotated bibliography.

 

	3. Friday, 
August 24
	Critical pedagogy

	Summary of main points from last class (Doris)

Discussion of readings

	Readings to be discussed this class: 

Everydbody:
Sowden (2008)- critiques to CP

In pairs: (two read the first two, two the send two and two the third two)

Cowhey 2006-prologue

Comber & Wells 2001

Morrell & Duncan Andrade (2002)

Knaus (2009)
Moffat & Norton(2005)
Baxter 1996



	4. Saturday  

August 25

	Feminist, critical race, post-colonial, cultural studies, and 
post-structural approaches to critical literacy

	Summary of main points from last class (Doris)

Discussion of readings 

Presentation of first draft of annotated biblio
	Assignments for next class:

Continue research on articles that will help you write intro and annotated biblio. Polish annotated bibliography based on feedback provided

Do a first draft of intro.

	5. Friday

September 7

	Critical language awareness Critical discourse analysis, and SFL
	Summary of main points from last class (Doris)

Discussion of readings 


	Readings to be discussed this class: 

Everyone:

CLA: Fairclough, section D (1992)
Clarence-Fincham (2009) 
CDA: Young & Fitzgerald-chapter 1-(2005)
Janks (2005)-rubric for CDA


	6. Saturday 

September 8

	2: Critical discourse analysis, and SFL

	Summary of main points from last class (Doris)

Discussion of readings 

Presentation of first draft of intro
	Assignment for next class:
Polish intro based on feedback provided. 

	7. Friday  

September 21

	Critical media literacy
 
	Summary of main points from last class (Doris)

Discussion of what theoretical framework each student will choose and what bibliography each student will need   
Analysis of sample theoretical frameworks


	Readings to be discussed this class: 

Gainer 2009 and Gainer 2010

	8. Saturday  

September 22

	Critical perspectives on culture
	Review of articles each student has found
Review of what each student has written 
	Assignment for next class:

Search for articles you need for theoretical framework. 
Write a first draft of this.



	9. Friday  

October 5

	Feedback session
	Present first draft of theoretical framework to the whole class and get feedback
	

	10. Saturday October 6 


	Feedback session
	Individual feedback to students on their theoretical frameworks
	Assignment for next class:

Polish theoretical framework based on feedback provided 

Prepare final presentation

	11. Friday, 

October 19 


	Course evaluation and feedback session 
	feedback to students on their final presentations
	Polish final presentation based on feedback

	12. Saturday October 20

	Final presentation of intros and conceptual frameworks  
	final feedback to students on their intros and theoretical frameworks
	Assignment for next class:

Polish introduction and theoretical framework based on feedback provided and post on Moodle by October 25 midnight along with final draft of annotated bibliography
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